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WHAT IS THE SRF PROGRAM?

Federal 
Capitalization 

Grant

20 Percent
Match

Loans

Repayments
Interest

Loan Fees

Set-Asides
State 

Revolving 
Fund
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CURRENT STATUS OF DWSRF LOANS 
IN HAWAII

DWSRF 
accepts 

projects year-
round.  

Contact us! 

Opened the 
program to 
privately-

owned water 
systems for 
SFY 2019!

Loaned over 
$364M to the 
four County 

municipalities 
since 1997
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Programmatic Financing Loans first executed in SFY 2017.
Executed the first loan to a privately-owned system in July 2019.



WHAT TO EXPECT AND WHEN

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Meet with applicants to identify projects and coordinate project 
needs, education, roadshows, marketing, talking with 

management/council/boards, etc.; Existing loan disbursements

Formal solicitation for projects (but 
projects may be submitted year-round)

Complete 
applications due

4



ELIGIBLE DWSRF PROJECTS
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https://health.hawaii.gov/sdwb/files/2017/06/DWSRFEligibilityHandbook.pdf

https://health.hawaii.gov/sdwb/files/2017/06/DWSRFEligibilityHandbook.pdf


WHAT PROJECTS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE?

Dams

Raw water reservoirs
• That are not a part of the treatment process and not on the treatment 

property

O&M and equipment costs

Projects primarily for growth or fire protection
• If it is a minor part of an eligible project, then it is allowed
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Identify 
eligible 
projects

Complete 
the SRF 

application
Execute 

loan

Receive 
capital for 

your 
project!

FOUR MAIN STEPS TO RECEIVE SRF CAPITAL:

I WOULD LIKE A LOW-INTEREST LOAN 
TO FUND MY WATER PROJECT!
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INCENTIVE PRIORITY PROJECTS
have one or more of the following
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• NEED - Addresses actual or potential water quality or public health 
issues

• AFFORDABILITY - Benefits a small and/or “disadvantaged” water 
system (Median household income, etc.)

• COMPLIANCE and ENFORCEMENT - Correcting a violation, Part of 
an asset management plan

• SUSTAINABILITY and RESILIENCY - Related to an energy or water 
loss audit



Identify 
eligible 
projects

Complete 
the SRF 

application
Execute 

loan

Receive 
capital for 

your 
project!

Application Form
Environmental 

documents
EPA Requirements
Debt 

Authorization
Plans & Specs
Bonded 

contract(s)
Notice to Proceed

10



http://health.hawaii.gov/oeqc/
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AIS
DBE
MBE/WBE
Davis-Bacon
Cross-Cutters
NHPA Section 106
Signage 12
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$$$
• Primary consideration is readiness to proceed 

(RTP)

• Loan terms: 20 years, may be considered for 
30 years

• Interest (APR, incl. fees):  1.75%-2.25%

• Principal Forgiveness is available (Free 
money!)

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
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• Larger water systems

• Connecting to a small system (consolidation)

• Taking over a small system and improving its 
infrastructure

• SDWB Engineering Services Contract is not required to be 
eligible for principal forgiveness

• There are no penalties for early repayments or for not 
drawing your full loan amount

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
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CONTACT

SAFE DRINKING WATER BRANCH
(808) 586-4258

Intended Use Plan (IUP) for SFY on the Hawaii DWSRF webpage at

health.hawaii.gov/sdwb/drinking-water-state-revolving-fund/

Program Manager: Joanna L. Seto, P.E., joanna.seto@doh.hawaii.gov

DWSRF Engineer: Joan Corrigan, P.E., joan.corrigan@doh.hawaii.gov
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http://health.hawaii.gov/sdwb/drinking-water-state-revolving-fund/
mailto:joanna.seto@doh.hawaii.gov
mailto:joan.corrigan@doh.hawaii.gov


STATE OF HAWAI‘I
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

WASTEWATER BRANCH
CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND PROGRAM

January 23, 2020
22



INCEPTION AND STATUTORY 
AUTHORITIES

HAWAII CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) PROGRAM

PROGRAM INCEPTION: 1991

AUTHORITY:  CLEAN WATER ACT, 33 U.S. CODE §1383
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http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title33-section1383&num=0&edition=prelim


PURPOSE OF THE CWSRF PROGRAM
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Provide low interest loans to eligible customers to finance 
wastewater infrastructure and water pollution control
Projects necessary to maintain compliance with the 
Clean Water Act.



BACKGROUND: FUND STRUCTURE
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State Match
(20%)

Capitalization 
Grant

Disbursements

State
Revolving

Fund

Cash to Pay 
Invoices

Repayments

State Gov’t

Assistance
Recipient
(Counties)

Contractor, 
Consultant, 

Vendor



REVOLVING LOAN FUNDS
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CWSRF Program:  $987M 

• Annual Capitalization Grant
• 20% State Match
• Repayment (Principal + Interest)
• Investment Interest



WHY TAKE A LOAN WITH US?

• Loan rate of 1.25%

• Additional subsidization (principle and interest 
forgiveness) available for green projects

• Great customer service



REQUIREMENTS FOR A BORROWER

• DEMONSTRATE FINANCIAL ABILITY TO PAY BACK A LOAN.

• CERTIFY YOU HAVE A FISCAL SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (ASSET 
MANAGEMENT PLAN) THAT COVERS THE PROJECT.

• COST AND EFFECTIVENESS CERTIFICATION

• BOTH CERTIFICATIONS ARE PROVIDED IN THE LOAN 
APPLICATION.



CWSRF PROGRAM LOAN RATE 
AND CUSTOMERS

CURRENT LOAN RATE: 1.25% 

ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS:
• CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 
• HONOLULU BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY
• COUNTY OF MAUI WASTEWATER RECLAMATION AND SOLID WASTE 

DIVISIONS
• COUNTY OF KAUAI WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT AND SOLID WASTE 

DIVISIONS
• COUNTY OF HAWAII WASTEWATER AND SOLID WASTE DIVISIONS
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CWSRF 
ELIGIBILITY:

EPA 
OVERVIEW
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CWSRF PROJECT ELIGIBILITIES
• CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS
• NONPOINT SOURCE
• NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM PROJECTS
• DECENTRALIZED WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
• STORMWATER PROJECTS
• WATER CONSERVATION, EFFICIENCY, AND REUSE
• WATERSHED PILOT PROJECTS
• ENERGY EFFICIENCY
• WATER REUSE
• SECURITY MEASURES AT PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS
• TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
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CWSRF PROJECT ELIGIBILITIES
• CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS

• ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ANY MUNICIPALITY OR INTER-MUNICIPAL, INTERSTATE, OR STATE AGENCY

• NONPOINT SOURCE
• ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ANY PUBLIC, PRIVATE, OR NONPROFIT ENTITY FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A 

STATE NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER CWA SECTION 319.

• NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM PROJECTS
• ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ANY PUBLIC, PRIVATE, OR NONPROFIT ENTITY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND 

IMPLEMENTATION OF A CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN UNDER CWA SECTION 320.

• DECENTRALIZED WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
• ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ANY PUBLIC, PRIVATE, OR NONPROFIT ENTITY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR, 

OR REPLACEMENT OF DECENTRALIZED WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS THAT TREAT MUNICIPAL 
WASTEWATER OR DOMESTIC SEWAGE.
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CWSRF PROJECT ELIGIBILITIES

• STORMWATER
• ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO ANY PUBLIC, PRIVATE, OR NONPROFIT ENTITY FOR MEASURES TO MANAGE, 

REDUCE, TREAT, OR RECAPTURE STORMWATER OR SUBSURFACE DRAINAGE WATER.

• WATER CONSERVATION, EFFICIENCY, AND REUSE
• MUNICIPALITY OR INTER-MUNICIPAL, INTERSTATE, OR STATE AGENCY FOR MEASURES TO REDUCE THE 

DEMAND FOR PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS CAPACITY THROUGH WATER CONSERVATION, 
EFFICIENCY, OR REUSE.

• WATERSHED PILOT PROJECTS
• PUBLIC, PRIVATE, OR NONPROFIT ENTITY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF WATERSHED 

PROJECTS MEETING THE CRITERIA IN CWA SECTION 122.

• ENERGY EFFICIENCY
• MUNICIPALITY OR INTER-MUNICIPAL, INTERSTATE, OR STATE AGENCY FOR MEASURES TO REDUCE THE 

ENERGY CONSUMPTION NEEDS FOR PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS.
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CWSRF PROJECT ELIGIBILITIES
• WATER REUSE

• PUBLIC, PRIVATE, OR NONPROFIT ENTITY FOR PROJECTS FOR REUSING OR RECYCLING 
WASTEWATER, STORMWATER, OR SUBSURFACE DRAINAGE WATER.

• SECURITY MEASURES AT PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS

• PUBLIC, PRIVATE, OR NONPROFIT ENTITY FOR MEASURES TO INCREASE THE SECURITY OF 
PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS.

• TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

• QUALIFIED NONPROFIT ENTITY, TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO OWNERS AND 
OPERATORS OF SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZED PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS TO 
PLAN, DEVELOP, AND OBTAIN FINANCING FOR CWSRF ELIGIBLE PROJECTS AND TO ASSIST 
EACH TREATMENT WORKS IN ACHIEVING COMPLIANCE WITH THE CWA.
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CWSRF 
ELIGIBILITY:

PROJECT 
CATEGORIES

• CENTRALIZED WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
• ENERGY CONSERVATION 
• WATER CONSERVATION 
• STORMWATER 
• AGRICULTURAL BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 
• DECENTRALIZED WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
• RESOURCE EXTRACTION 
• CONTAMINATED SITES 
• LANDFILLS
• HABITAT PROTECTION AND RESTORATION 
• SILVICULTURE 
• DESALINATION 
• GROUNDWATER PROTECTION AND RESTORATION 
• SURFACE WATER PROTECTION AND RESTORATION 
• PLANNING/ASSESSMENT 35



PROCESS OVERVIEW

Project 
Selection

Application 
Process

Required 
Documents

Loan 
Agreements

Construction 
Inspections

Payments/ 
Disbursements

Repayments
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PROJECT SELECTION

1.PROPOSED PROJECT FOR SRF FUNDING FORM 

2.PROJECT PRIORITY LIST (DOH)

3.INTENDED USE PLAN (DOH) – FUNDABLE LIST
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PROPOSED PROJECTS WILL BE PRIORITIZED IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER:
• WATER QUALITY PROTECTION PROJECTS THAT CORRECT SURFACE WATER QUALITY 

IMPAIRMENT OR ELIMINATE/PREVENT GROUND WATER CONTAMINATION.  12PTS

• WATER REUSE PROJECTS.  10PTS

• ENERGY EFFICIENCY OR RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS.  8PTS

• PROMOTES SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE FOR CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION.  7PTS

• WASTEWATER SLUDGE REUSE  7PTS

• ACHIEVES COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL OR STATE COMPLIANCE ENFORCEMENT ACTION  
5PTS
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PROPOSED PROJECT FOR SRF FUNDING FORM



PROPOSED PROJECT FOR SRF FUNDING FORM

• SECONDARY TREATMENT NEED FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT  4PTS

• SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM REHABILITATION OR REPLACEMENT, 
INFILTRATION/INFLOW CORRECTION 4PTS

• LARGE CAPACITY CESSPOOL AND LANDFILL LINER PROJECTS 4PTS

• STORMWATER EQUIPMENT, WASTEWATER FACILITIES 4PTS

• PROJECT READINESS WITHIN CURRENT STATE FISCAL YEAR



PROJECT PRIORITY LIST
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INTENDED USE PLAN – FUNDABLE LIST



APPLICATION PROCESS
1.LOAN APPLICATION (COUNTY)

2.PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING REPORT (COUNTY)

3.COMMITMENT LETTER (DOH)
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APPLICATION PROCESS (CONT.)

PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING REPORT (COUNTY) MAY BE:
• PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING REPORT
• PROJECT REPORT
• ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
• ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

MUST CONTAIN:
• PROJECT DESCRIPTION
• STATEMENT OF PROJECT NEEDS AND BENEFITS
• EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED
• COST INFORMATION
• EVALUATION OF IMPACT ON WATER SUPPLY
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CONTACT
STATE OF HAWAI‘I, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, WASTEWATER BRANCH

CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) PROGRAM

PHONE:  (808) 586-4294

2827 WAIMANO HOME ROAD, ROOM 207, PEARL CITY, HI 96782

HTTP://HEALTH.HAWAII.GOV/WASTEWATER/HOME/CWSRF/

EMAIL: WWB@DOH.HAWAII.GOV
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